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WHEN POLITICAL CORRECTNESS KILLS 
by Adam Turner The Daily Caller March 23, 2012 

 
Starting on March 11 and ending on March 19, a terrorist wearing a motorcycle helmet that covered his 
face conducted a vicious killing spree in Toulouse, France, murdering three French military officers 
(two of Arab ancestry, one of Caribbean ancestry) and four French Jewish civilians (a 30-year-old 
Rabbi, his 5-year-old son, his 4-year-old son and an 8-year-old girl). Much speculation as to the 
possible motives and background of the terrorist followed. On March 21, 2012, the French armed forces 
surrounded an apartment in Toulouse where the killer lived and released his identity: It was a French 
Islamist named Mohammed Merah. On March 22, Merah was shot dead while jumping out of his 
apartment window 
What was most disturbing about this terrorist act — aside from its occurrence — was that the elite 
Western public officials' and media's speculation about the true killer, prior to the discovery of his 
identity, heavily focused (also here and here and here) on the belief that he was a white European neo-
Nazi, or perhaps another Anders Breivik, a white, European Christian killer who hated Islam and may 
have hated Jews. 
Granted, the fact that both French Muslims and French Jews had been killed, and the fact that some 
neo-Nazis had recently been dismissed from the French military, made this a plausible assumption. 
But it was not the only possible assumption, and it was almost certainly not the most likely one. 
The most likely assumption was what was eventually found to be true — that the killer was a Muslim 
jihadist who hated Jews and hated those "traitorous" fellow Muslims who served in the "infidel" 
French army. Indeed, not to toot my own horn, but this was my initial belief. The neo-Nazi Frenchmen 
who were originally focused on had never been accused of any actual violence against anyone, unlike 
the actual killer, Mohammed Merah. 
Merah had numerous acts of violence on his record along with two short prison terms, in 2007 and 2009. 
And there was plenty more circumstantial evidence pointing to Merah. He had made two trips to 
Afghanistan and one to Pakistan — vacationing in a war zone, he claimed — had trained in a jihadist 
camp in Afghanistan, had been caught planting bombs in Afghanistan in 2007 but escaped from jail in 
2008 to return to France, terrorized his French neighbors who in 2010 reported him to the police as a 
physical threat, was arrested in 2011 during his second trip to Afghanistan and sent back to Toulouse, 
was under surveillance by French authorities since 2008 for his Islamist beliefs and was even on a U.S. 
no-fly list. In fact, it turns out that after the first terror attack, Merah was actually placed on a list of 
possible suspects alongside his older brother Abdelkader, but little was done to trace either of them 
until after the Jewish school massacre, when the police secured the mobile phone of the first victim, the 
soldier in Montauban, which showed conversations between him and Merah. 
Aside from this evidence, there were other good reasons why the police and observers should have 
suspected an Islamist killer. Since the 1990s, a large majority of the acts of terrorism in the West have 
been conducted by Islamic jihadists. This is simply a fact. According to one unscientific count, since 
1992 there have been 72 Islamist terrorist attacks on Western targets. Taking a more global view, others 
cite a number of 18,616 terrorist attacks by jihadists since 9/11. Max Boot says "it is undeniable that the 
most prominent acts of terrorism in the past several decades have been committed by Islamists, whose 
ideology has displaced Marxism and even nationalism as the primary propellant for terrorism, as it was 
in the 1960s-1970s." 
Meanwhile, during this same time, there have been very few non-Islamist acts of terrorism. The two 
most commonly mentioned are the attacks in Oklahoma City in 1995 and in Oslo, Norway in 2011. 
Breivik, by the way, was not a neo-Nazi, nor a Christian fundamentalist; he was ruled "a paranoid 
schizophrenic" by a Norwegian court. 
Yet, in 2012, when these brutal acts of terrorism occurred in France, the immediate working assumption 
by the Western elites was that the perpetrator was a neo-Nazi. Let's be very clear about this. We all 
understand why this delusional thinking occurs — the desire to be politically correct and to not single 
out a specific religion as producing most of the world's terrorists for the past few decades. But facts are 
facts, and these PC feelings are dangerous. In the Toulouse case, Mohammed Merah was not even 
hiding, he was sitting in his apartment because he was "confident that police sought a neo-Nazi." It is 
even possible that he might have been caught sooner, perhaps prior to the killing of the children, had 
the French tracked down this terrorist criminal who was well-known to them. 
Please remember, political correctness kills. Just ask them. 
Adam Turner serves as staff counsel to the Middle East Forum's Legal Project. He is a former counsel 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee where he focused on national security law. 
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Islamist Murders Jews, Media Rushes to Defend Islamism 
by William Bigelow 39 days ago 92 post a comment 

After the horrific butchery of a rabbi, his two young children, and an eight-year-old girl in Toulouse, 
France on Monday, AP reported that the manhunt was focusing on three paratroopers expelled from 
their regiment who had neo-Nazi sympathies.  Left-wingers quickly jumped on the attacks to proclaim 
that it was white right-wingers at work. The anti-Israel, left-wing UK newspaper The Guardian quickly 
announced that “the shooting has already sent tremors through France's presidential election. The first 
to say what was on everyone's mind was not the Socialist challenger François Hollande but the centrist 
François Bayrou. He said the killings were the product of a sick society, with politicians who pointed 
the finger and inflamed passions.” In other words, it was conservatives in France who were responsible, 
even though neo-Nazism is a leftist phenomenon. 
As it turned out, however, the gunman had nothing to do with neo-Nazism or conservatism; he was an 
al-Qaeda associated Islamic radical who repeatedly called the news channel France 24 to announce that 
“his crimes were revenge attacks for Palestinian deaths.” 
For those who live in the real world, this news is anything but surprising. Islamist radicals, including 
members of al-Qaeda, have routinely attacked Jews all over the world, from the Chabad of Mumbai to 
the attempted killings of Israeli diplomats in India and Georgia to the murder of Jews at the El-Al 
counter of the Los Angeles International Airport. 
Yet the media wouldn’t draw that conclusion. Instead, they went into full-on Islam whitewashing, 
citing the usual liberal bromide that poverty causes Islamists to murder Jews. The Telegraph’s Ed West 
wrote: “Islam is not to blame for the Toulouse killings … It is not religion that turns some young 
Muslim men in the West violent, but the sense of alienation and frustration that inevitably comes from 
being a second-generation immigrant.” Meanwhile, Palestinian prime minister Salam Fayyad, 
shedding crocodile tears, said, even as the rockets continue to fall from Gaza, “It is time for these 
criminals to stop marketing their terrorist acts in the name of Palestine …” 
Can the murders in Toulouse be separated from the murders of the Chabad rabbi and his pregnant wife 
in Mumbai? Can they be separated from the butchery of Daniel Pearl and Nicholas Berg? Of course 
not. But the media will do its darndest to try. Islamism is never the enemy; capitalism and white racism 
are. So long as the media continues to cover for the world’s Islamists in the name of tolerance and 
multiculturalism, they will be aiding and abetting murder and terror against Jews across the globe. 
Danish media on Toulouse jihadist: 'Hunting a French Breivik' 
Among journalists it is seen as a scandal that the media at first glance believed a Muslim Jihadist group 
was behind the Norwegian mass murder on June 22, 2011. Will they also consider it a scandal that they 
thought Nazis were behind the Toulouse serial killings and apologize for their rush to judgment? 
Anyway, I do not blame them for thinking that it could have been Nazis, since they have so much in 
common with the followers of the Quran. Both groups hate Jews and want to take over the world by 
violent means -- by any means necessary, actually. Thanks to the award winning blog Uriasposten.net  
 

"THE TOULOUSE MAN IS A 'FRENCH ANDERS BREIVIK',  
SAYS TV2 NEWS - IN SPITE OF 100 PERCENT MOHAMMED FACTOR": 

By Mark Steyn 
 
The killer of French schoolchildren and soldiers turns out to be a man called Mohammed Merah. The 
story can now proceed according to time-honored tradition: 
Stage One: The strange compulsion to assure us that the killer is a “right wing conservative 
extremist,” in the words of NRO commenter ExpatAsia, echoed by Chrisman and Galt’s Bain. Up 
north, this view was shared by Canada’s most prominent establishment Jew and the Liberal Party 
attack poodle Warren Kinsella (whom NR readers may recall from my free-speech cover story, which 
mentioned the groveling apology he was forced to make to “the Chinese community” after an 
unfortunately sinophobic cat joke). The insistence that the killer was emblematic of an epidemic of 
right-wing hate sweeping the planet is, regrettably, no longer operative. Instead, the killer isn’t 
representative of anything at all. 
So on to Stage Two: Okay, he may be called Mohammed but he’s a “lone wolf.” Sure, he says he was 
trained by al-Qaeda, but what does he know? Don’t worry, folks, he’s just a lone wolf like Major Hasan 
and Faisal Shahzad and all the other card-carrying members of the Amalgamated Union of Lone 
Wolves. All jihad is local. 
On to Stage Three: Okay, even if there are enough lone wolves around to form their own Radio City 
Rockette line, it’s still nothing to do with Islam. I’m sad to see the usually perceptive Ed West of the 
London Telegraph planting his flag on this wobbling blancmange. 
And then, of course, Stage Four: The backlash that never happens. Because apparently the really bad 
thing about actual dead Jews is that it might lead to dead non-Jews: “French Muslims Fear Backlash 
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After Shooting.” Likewise, after Major Hasan’s mountain of dead infidels, “Shooting Raises Fears For 
Muslims In US Army.” Likewise, after the London Tube slaughter, “British Muslims Fear 
Repercussions After Tomorrow’s Train Bombing.” Oh, no, wait, that’s a parody, though it’s hard to 
tell. 
Look, pace Ed West, isn’t it just a teensy-weensy little bit to do with Islam? Or at any rate the internal 
contradictions of one-way multiculturalism? No, it’s not a competition. Most times in today’s Europe, 
the guys beating, burning and killing Jews will be Muslims. Once in a while, it will be somebody else 
killing the schoolkids. But is it so hard to acknowledge that rapid, transformative, mass Muslim 
immigration might not be the most obvious aid to social tranquility? That it might possibly pose 
challenges that would otherwise not have existed — for uncovered women in Oslo, for gays in 
Amsterdam, for Jews everywhere? Is it so difficult to wonder if, for these and other groups living in a 
long-shot social experiment devised by their rulers, the price of putting an Islamic crescent in the 
diversity quilt might be too high? What’s left of Jewish life in Europe is being extinguished 
remorselessly, one vandalized cemetery, one subway attack at a time. How many Jewish children will 
be at that school in Toulouse a decade hence? A society that becomes more Muslim eventually 
becomes less everything else. What is happening on the Continent is tragic, in part because it was 
entirely unnecessary.      
 

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE TOULOUSE MASSACRE 
By Melanie Phillips 21 March 2012 

 
When the Toulouse school massacre happened, the media rushed to say that the perpetrator was a 
white far-right racist. The lone gunman had mown down at close range a rabbi and three children at a 
Jewish school, wounding several others. He was thought to be the same killer who a few days earlier 
had murdered three black French paratroopers in two separate attacks. A killer who targeted Jews and 
blacks – must be a far-right white racist, right? 
Massacre: Three children were gunned down at a Jewish school in Toulouse 
Wrong. The suspect who the French police have now cornered turns out to be a jihadi Islamic terrorist 
with self-declared links to al Qaeda, who has made trips to Afghanistan and Pakistan in the past. Well, 
there’s a surprise.  
More... 
Dramatic siege in Toulouse suburb as armed police surround flat of 'Islamic warrior' who broke out of 
Taliban jail in Afghanistan and now suspected of being serial killer  
Jews throughout the world are all potential targets for attack in a terrifying manifestation of global 
incitement to murder. Many Islamists regularly declare their intention to kill Jews wherever they can 
find them. Hundreds of rockets fired from Gaza at southern Israel over the past couple of weeks bear 
out daily the frenzied attempt to murder as many Jews as possible. In the Mumbai massacre in 2008, it 
turned out that the attack on the tiny ultra-orthodox Lubavitch centre was for the Islamic perpetrators 
of that atrocity the most important target. There have been repeated terrorist attempts on Jewish targets 
around the world. Oh - and Islamists have been murdering black people in Libya because they are 
black. 
More from Melanie Phillips... 
Yet all this is ignored by the mainstream media. Desperate to sanitise Muslim genocidal terrorism and 
prove that racism and Jew-hatred is confined to white people and the ‘far right’, the media simply did 
not entertain the possibility that the perpetrator of the French killings might have been a Muslim. So a 
range of likely perpetrators was canvassed – but they were all variations on white racists. 
And even when the perpetrator turned out to be an Islamic terrorist the media were still trying to spin it 
away, with Sky News stressing the deprivation of the killer and his family and interviewing a French 
female journalist living in London who claimed that this was ‘an attack against diversity’. As blogger 

Edgar Davidson observed here: 

‘She said that it was all down to the racist climate in France which had been made worse by Nikolas 
Sarkozy in the last five years and she picked out, as an example of racist lack of tolerance, the burka 
ban he had introduced.’ 
Not only are the media and ‘progressive’ commentators in the west desperate to sanitise Islamic 
terrorism and genocidal incitement; they also join in. The Toulouse jihadist said he was 
‘seeking revenge for Palestinian children and French military postings overseas.’ 
'Misunderstanding': Baroness Ashton 
But no Palestinian children have ever been targeted by Israel for murder. Quite the reverse: Israel 
regularly puts its own soldiers in harm’s way in order to any minimise civilian casualties in military 
operations against Palestinian terrorists and their infrastructure which  it undertakes solely to protect 
its own people from further murderous Palestinian attacks. Any Palestinian child casualties in such 
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operations occur solely as a tragic and inadvertent by-product of war – and as often as not because the 
Palestinians have put their own children in harm’s way. 
Yet this deranged belief that the Israelis deliberately kill Palestinian children is not only pumped out 
daily by the Arab and Muslim world inciting their people to hate Jews and to murder them as a holy act; 
not only do western progressives ignore this incitement and pretend instead that Islamic terrorism 
arises from legitimate ‘grievances’; these same western progressives themselves pump out precisely the 
same lies and incitement - and then suggest that the deliberate murder of Jewish innocents is the moral 
equivalent of attempts by Israel to prevent the slaughter of yet more innocents. 
Thus the EU foreign affairs chief, the British Baroness Ashton, seemed to equate the murder of the 
French Jews in Toulouse with the deaths of Palestinian children in Gaza in Israeli military operations 
there. Although the EU now claims she was misunderstood and that she was merely referring to all 
violence against children, that does not let her off the hook – indeed, by underscoring the fundamental 
amorality of the remark, it not only attaches Lady Ashton to that hook yet more firmly but also now 

attaches the EU itself. And now Hamas itself, no less, has sprung to her defence: 

"Ashton’s declarations are worthy of appreciation and support due to Israel’s attempts to pressure her', 
said a senior Hamas official, Izzat al-Rishq, on his Facebook page.' 

As a fine article in The Commentator points out: 
‘No-one will ever know whether the tragedy in Toulouse would not have taken place if the atmosphere 
were different. But we can say that history teaches that mass demonisation can all too easily lead to the 
dehumanisation of the group or people or nation that is being demonised. From there it is only one 
single step to the belief that murder itself can be justified.’ 
The terrorist who carried out the French killings may now have been caught. But those in the west who 
provide an echo chamber for the diabolical discourse that incubates genocide have yet to be brought to 
account. 
 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2118157/Toulouse-school-shooting-Laying-
groundwork-massacre.html#ixzz1tWgH5Qpm 
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